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hrough the window of
music, we aim for the
continuation of a self- directed mode

of learning, to refine our musical

and generic life skills, as well as

experiencing different genres of music.
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Festive Chamber was formed in 2010 by a group of passionate and talented young people. They are experienced choristers

with a diversified singing repertoire, including religious music, choral jazz, classical choral music, contemporary works and
ethnic folk. It provides a platform for young choristers to share their belief in choral singing and to pursue their common

dreams.

Festive Chamber members believe that music is for appreciation, acceptance and support among human beings. They

believe that singing should be a tool to explore oneself and for celebration of life.

Festive Chamber has the honor to be under the guidance of its advisors, Professor Victor Chan of The Chinese University of

Hong Kong, Dr. Allison So of The Hong Kong Institute of Education and Dr. Timothy Brimmer of Butler University, U.S.A.

They participated in the Taipei Choral Festival in July 2011, and was awarded the Champion of Ensemble Singing in Hong
Kong International Children and Youth Choir Festival in the same year. Their public performances included, Mastero
Doming Lam'’s Sacred Music Concert at The Hong Kong Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, annual caroling
in the Mandarin Oriental Hotel and the Peninsula Hotel which met with the highest acclaim. Under the baton of Dr. Allison

So, Festive Chamber had its debut concert “Festive Praises”in Nov 2012.

The latest achievements are successful fund-raising concerts, "Festive Musical Fanfare" for the Hong Kong Single Parents
Association in 2013 at City Hall and "Wings of Life" for the Hong Kong Heredity Breast Cancer Family Registry in 2014 at

Tsuen Wan Town Hall.
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Interview with Dr Joyce Chun,
Director of Festive Chamber
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Q: Dr. Chun, what made you
become interested in studying

speech therapy?

A: | had chosen my under-
graduate program through a system
called JUPAS at high school, | had
considered different programs like
Medicine, Nursing and Dietetics.
Then | met a senior girl from my
secondary school who was studying
speech therapy at university;
she discussed the different
undergraduate programs with me.
After attending information sessions
at the universities, | found speech
therapy quite interesting because
one could actually teach and
communicate with children through
different media.

As a choir member, | had also
participated in choral and speech
competitions. My interests and
experiences made me believe that
studying speech therapy would be
suitable for me. The studies have,
indeed, broadened my horizons
and equipped me to help different
people. | found it very rewarding
that the studies, and now my career,
have provided a lot of opportunities
for interaction with others.
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Q: You have founded the Hong Kong Speech and Swallowing Therapy
Centre. Could you tell us about your role or duties in the Centre? Who do

you help?

A: | took a part-time Masters degree after my graduation. Meanwhile, |
served as a speech therapist at the Hospital Authority of Hong Kong. | had
worked for/in seven public hospitals for three years where | learnt a lot and
met a lot of people. | also worked at the university as a tutor and at the
Education Bureau as a consultant. These experiences made me realize that
I liked clinical work more. Since my M. Phil project at was quite big, | turned
it into a PhD project upon my supervisor's suggestion. After obtaining my
PhD degree, | decided to set up a Therapy Centre in 2006. The majority of
my employees are students that | have taught before.

Throughout the years, | have diagnosed and helped patients of different
age groups, ranging from infants to the elderly, cope with speech and
swallowing problems. While | enjoy helping different patients, | find helping
those who have autistic features, either by leading them out of their own
world of darkness or trying to help their families get into their world, the
most gratifying.

Apart from diagnosing patients
at the Centre, | also play the
role of a supervisor since some
of my colleagues are less
experienced. | have meetings
and sharing sessions with them.
Sometimes, | also coordinate
and organize the administrative
work and schedules. At present,
| focus on the supervision part
and the therapy sessions with
patients.
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Q: Apart from your work at the

Centre, you also have to look after
your husband, two adorable boys
and a lovely doggy at home. How
do you strike a balance between

your career and your family?

A: | am very fortunate. Since my
children are quite “cooperative”
and obedient, | do not need too
much time to discipline them; still,
staying and playing with them takes
up a lot of my time, so | mostly
work in the mornings and go home
to be with them in the afternoons.
As far as possible, | spend most of
the weekends with my children. |
spend time with my dog after my
two children go to bed. | would say
| lead quite a fruitful life.

Q: AsIknow, you are also a
music lover.
Is there any
similarity between

music and speech?

A: To me, both
speech and music
act as a means of
communication.
In one of the
cases | have dealt
with, a child was
diagnosed with
autism at the age
of 2. After receiving
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therapy for half a year, he still could
not speak, but | noticed that he
was born with a very strong musical
sense. He could memorize a whole
piece of music after listening to it.
In one of the treatment sessions,
he sang a song he had learnt from
an advertisement on TV, | could
see his urge to communicate with
me through music; therefore, |
sang along with him, and that was
how our communication started.
We found a way to communicate
through different music. Later on,
the child could follow different
sounds and could finally be able
and was willing to talk. He is nine
now and can communicate with
other children effortlessly. Speech
and music are similar in a way
that both of them can enhance

communication between people.

Q : Thank you for being the
Director of Festive Chamber. You
have been supporting us all along.
Could you advise us on our future

development?

A: Seeing this group of
youngsters putting so much effort in
holding concerts to help the needy
and, at the same time, doing what
they enjoy is indeed touching. Their
hard work is applaudable. It is not
easy as each one has his or her own
tasks to accomplish and goals to
fulfill. I hope that Festive Chamber
will continue to use different music
and voices to influence and help
the people around us.!
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Message from
Chairman of
Hong Kong
Hereditary
Breast Cancer
Family Registry
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ong Kong Hereditary Breast Cancer Family
Registry is honoured to be the beneficiary of this
wonderful charity concert "Wings of Life”. which is

co-organised by Hong Kong Festival Wind Orchestra
and Festive Chamber. We are particular supportive of
the idea of Festive Chamber who have been working
hard each year to allow the next generation, our future
blood to have the opportunity of enjoying music and
build a concert together enhancing the importance
of teamwork and sharing with friends, teachers and
families.

The idea of The Festive Chambers mirrors to the
work of Hong Kong Hereditary Breast Cancer Family
Registry which was set up in 2007. Although the name
of the Registry is really in aid of patients with breast
cancer which are due to hereditary causes, the gene
mutations associated with Hereditary Breast Cancer is
also increase risk of other cancer such as ovarian and
prostate cancer. These mutations can be passed on to
the next generation and the rest of the family increasing
their risk of getting such cancers. The good news is
however, due to advances in medical technologies,
preventative measures can now be taken when the
BRCA gene mutation and other related gene mutations
are identified so that members of the family who do
not have cancer can be prevented to have cancer or at
least get diagnosed earlier, or the person with breast
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cancer can go for screening and preventative measures
of other related cancers. There are also specific drugs
which is available which works better in patients with
BRCA mutations. This means the outcome of these
cancers would be completely changed. Each test
we give, a life is saved. The families who benefited
from genetic testing from the HK Hereditary Breast
Cancer Family Registry also learn to realize that it
is a family issue and gives support to each other, in
turn psychologically preparing the family of the risk,
resulting in much optimistic and logical decisions when
facing the disease.

Aside from financially supporting families to have
genetic testing, Hong Kong Hereditary Breast Cancer
Family Registry also put a lot of resources on education
of medical professionals and the public on Hereditary
Cancers, support intervention programmes for these
families, and contributing to research in Hereditary
Breast, Ovarian and Prostate cancers in Chinese. We
now have the largest databank of such disease in
Chinese and is an international reference center. Our
research work is actually close to patient’s heart as it
is by their donation of their data and blood samples
that we have found Chinese and Asian specific
characteristics of these gene mutations and these have
directly changed our management to better suit our
locality.

We wish Festive Chamber a big success again this
year and we would like to thank the organizers,
Patrons , School Principles and most of all our children
performers for making this wonderful event possible.

For further information and support to Hong Kong
Hereditary Breast Cancer Family Registry please go to
our website www.asiabreastregistry.com.

Ava Kwong

Chairman

Hong Kong Hereditary Breast Cancer Family Registry
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“Wings of Life”
Concert Committee

Chairperson
Publication Designer

Committee Members

Honorary Advisors

Lulu CHENG
Veronica BASSETTO
Stephanie AU
Veronica CHEUNG
Porcia LEUNG
Tammy WONG

Dr. Ava KWONG
Mrs. Betty THAM
Ms. Vivian LIU
Mrs. Shirley TSE
Mr. William YIP

Musical Production Team

Artistic Director & Choir Master
Rehearsal Director

Producer

Conductor

Instrumental Arranger
Choreographer

Stage Manager

Lighting Designer

Stage Designer

Costume & Make-up Designer
Backstage Manager

Mrs. Betty THAM
Lulu CHENG
Stephanie AU
Mr. Carl CHOI
Alvin CHU
Jennifer LAM
Lulu CHENG
Chun Ho CHAN
Jacky MAN
Cherry LIU

Hin Ching CHIU
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ith the experience as a producer of Festive Chamber’s last production, | challenged

myself to be the Chairperson of the production “ Wings of Life” this year. Starting
from the development of the script, searching of choral pieces, looking for a venue, lining up
singers, scheduling rehearsals, meeting designers and the beneficiary organization, the most
important of all, inviting sponsor, | was never alone but was fully supported by my organizing
committee and my production team.

This year we gathered more than 60 performers from 8 parties ranging from ten years of age
to their thirties. Though some of them were completely new to performing in musicals, we all
enjoyed working together as one team and practised every Sunday afternoon for five months.
Under the baton of Mr Carl Choi and the encouragement of Mrs Betty Tham, we touched the
hearts of the audience on the night of the performance.

My sincere thanks must go to our advisors, performers and supporters. We are also grateful
to our two beloved composers, Mr David Chan and Mr Lesley Chan. Their beautiful music has

enabled us to realize our belief in choral singing and, of course, our positive attitude towards
life.

May the belief of sharing through music be valued among all choral lovers and may love from
friends be like Wings that help us soar high in the sky to continue our pursuit of dreams.

Lulu Cheng

The Chairperson of “Wings of Life”
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New Member

have been a choir member.in my school for three‘years.
Under recommendation of ourteacher, | gotto know about an
organization; Festive"Chamber. Then | patticipated in their annual
charity show “Wings of Life”It was‘a charity concert organized
forthe Hong Kong Heredita
Registry. | also believe in-sharing through music

for | find that-singing’is for celebration of life.

Breast Cancer Family

Since | was a child, music has been a part of Fd

'/'Im'y ife. And now, | am glad to have different %
_~_-opportunities to spread the joy-of music-with

- / "a/g/roup of music lovers-am always exci ' )y’ B =

" when I sing in the FC fa

© : i ! _ o E ' @

know how to loc

| can develop my o

practices and other music a
be as good as other members but | will never give
is meaningful %\"&nce of learning choral singing a

ivities. | may not
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me, music is enjoyable and can always
be shared with other people. Joining
Festive chamber is a great opportunity
not only for learning musical skills and
inter -personal skills, but also-sérving
others. | have learnt the.importance
of punctuality and self discipline a
chances of

well . | can have'ma
performance, such as charity concert-and

Christmas caroling-in December-These are
valuable experiencesfor
the'importance 6f co-eperation and communication to
work as a team. The more effort we put in, the mote we

il _are rewarded:
/ P,

e"as well as learning

.'/

Viusic teacher, Miss
a platform for all
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IBEETT - WHLEAMRRELZ RS - RERES

4 BEE o o
"music is for sharing and for celebration oflife" IFE&E &
HENES - LIESRMER - BBl 7T R SEE
% e RAESHEENESNBER AR
SEHMAES T AENBMTEN RARMPRNDE
B WREAE CHER 7 Rl AEARAREL -
IFRREERABN 2R NEZAR - BRER
APIER R S AR B S AR R
REEREH N FHNREFTENOA & 3
RS BT BB BN LM ) |~
g ardpuesminnn eenzalas- 0T L |
e p

didn't like singing much when | was in primary school as

that my voice was not suitable for singing. However, whe
secondary one, | was given a chance to take part in the two
Fanfare’ and ‘Wings of Life’ staged by Festive Chamber. Sinc:
realized that everyone is equally important, especially in cho
and in a musical. | have gained confidence from each pe
also learnt to co-operat
comments in order to "

pressed because

with others. | have listened to o
ve myself. In the past, | easily fe
accept any failure but now
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Michelle Wong

estive Chamber's musi
" brings joy-and satisfactio
o’its performers’and

audience.

ave learned-to share with

ough music .

)

Bobo

treasure

music. Besides, | found | became
more committed to my school choir
and became more enthusiastic in chc
singing. | believe | can learn more mus
knowledge and will improve my si

Festive Chamber in the future.

Festive Chamber members are very vibrant and nic
demonstrate good singing skills and are always willl
| am glad that | am now one of them.

1 S inging and d cing
is the greatest

d%’tﬂn the history of

joined
Festive Chamber.
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Message from Parent
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