


Festive Chamber is formed by a group of passionate
and talented youth who are experienced choristers with a
diversifed singing repertoire, including religious music, choral
jazz, classical choral music, contemporary works and ethnic folks.

Festive Chamber members believe that music
is for appreciation, for expression, for mutual
understanding, acceptance and support
among human beings.

Singing should be a tool to explore oneself and for celebration of life.
Under the guidance of its advisors, Professor Victor Chan and Dr. Alison
So, Festive Chamber provides a platform for young musicians to share
their belief in choral singing and to pursue
their common dreams through
public concerts, church services,
caroling performances, social
service performances and
participating in local and
international music festivals.

The main goal, of course, is for all members to enjoy
singing together as a team, to share the joy of
singing with their audience and to celebrate life.

Honorary Advisors
Dr Timothy Brimmer Prof Victor Chan Dr Allison So
Butler University The Chinese University of Hong Kong The Hong Kong Institute of Education
Director Honorary Consultant
Dr Joyce Chun Mrs Betty Tham

The Speech and Hearing Sciences
The University of Hong Kong

Pianist

Miss Annie Yuen
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Festive Chamber was formed in 2010 by a group of passionate and talented young people. They are experienced choristers
with a diversified singing repertoire, including religious music, choral jazz, classical choral music, contemporary works and
ethnic folk. It provides a platform for young choristers to share their belief in choral singing and to pursue their common

dreams.

Festive Chamber members believe that music is for appreciation, acceptance and support among human beings. They

believe that singing should be a tool to explore oneself and for celebration of life.

Festive Chamber has the honor to be under the guidance of its advisors, Professor Victor Chan of The Chinese University of

Hong Kong, Dr. Allison So of The Hong Kong Institute of Education and Dr. Timothy Brimmer of Butler University, U.S.A.

They participated in the Taipei Choral Festival in July 2011, and was awarded the Champion of Ensemble Singing in Hong
Kong International Children and Youth Choir Festival in the same year. Their public performances included, Mastero
Doming Lam’s Sacred Music Concert at The Hong Kong Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, annual caroling
in the Mandarin Oriental Hotel and the Peninsula Hotel which met with the highest acclaim. Under the baton of Dr. Allison

So, Festive Chamber had its debut concert “Festive Praises” in Nov 2012.

The latest achievements are successful fund-raising concerts, "Festive Musical Fanfare" for the Hong Kong Single Parents
Association in 2013 at City Hall and "Wings of Life" for the Hong Kong Heredity Breast Cancer Family Registry in 2014 at
Tsuen Wan Town Hall.

Again in November 2015, Festive Chamber put on
another highly successful performance “World
of Love” at the Academic Community Hall,
Baptist University. It was a combination
of singing, poetry recitation and choral-
speaking and the performance helped
raise funds for the University of Toronto

(Hong Kong) Foundation.
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Interview with Mr. Kelvin Ngai

r. Kelvin Ngai Lung Shing is currently one
of the most popular conductors among
secondary school bands and orchestras. He
is now the band and orchestra conductor of La Salle
College, Harrow International School (Hong Kong),
Po Leung Kuk Choi Kai Yau School, La Salle Primary
School, Wah Yan College Kowloon, Good Hope School.

Bands and orchestras under the baton of Mr. Ngai have
won numerous gold and champion awards including
the Hong Kong Youth Music Interflows, Hong Kong
School Music Festival and International Band Festival.
Recently, he was granted the best conductor award, the
Ko Bongsik Award, of the 2014 Jeju International Wind
Ensemble Festival in Korea. Despite his busy schedule,

he spends much of his time to serve as a conductor

of choirs, orchestras and bands in many Christian
churches, including the Psalm Wind Orchestra. Mr
Ngai still gives private tutorials to trumpeters, serves as
trumpeter to various orchestras on a freelance basis and
serves as a faculty tutor of the Hong Kong Institute of
Education.

Festive Chamber was delighted to interview Mr. Ngai
on the 21 November 2015 and had the opportunity to

know more about this very busy person:

** Interviewer (I), Mr. Kelvin Ngai (N)

Career in Music

I : Assoloist, tutor to trumpeters since your
undergraduate studies and trumpeter of various
orchestras, at what point did you embark on
your career as a conductor?

N : Istudied conducting during my bachelor
and master degree studies. As a tutor to
trumpeters at different schools, I have to
conduct various school bands/orchestras as
well. There were not many conductors 10 years
ago, thus, I had the opportunity to conduct.

Actually, I still serve as trumpeter in orchestras.
As my picture is shown on concert booklets as
a conductor many people may think I focus

more on conducting.

I : What satisfaction do you have as a soloist and

as a conductor?
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As a professional trumpeter, you would need to
focus on your own part, for instance, ensuring
the notes you play are not out of tune. On

the other hand, there are more things to manage
as a conductor, for instance, you would have to
attend to the needs of all members in the
orchestra, and be sensitive to tone quality and
the music as a whole.

I have to understand the mentality of members
in an orchestra or bands and when I should
give my opinions to them. I have had
experience in various positions in orchestras
and bands, and that, I suppose, is where my
strength lies.

Which role (soloist or conductor) do you enjoy
the most?

I enjoy and feel happy in all roles as they are
very different.

Being a trumpeter is more about yourself and
how well you play. As a conductor, you

have more responsibilities and if anything goes
wrong, you are the first to bear the

consequences.

The satisfactions gained from different
roles are quite different and I enjoy each and

every role I perform.

Psalm Wind Orchestra (PWO)

PWO was established in 2003 by a group of
Christians. What challenges did you and the
PWO face over the years? What makes PWO

members continue to participate?

PWO was initially formed by a group of
musicians who played together in a church in
2003. One of our missions is to spread God's
message. But we do have members who are

not Christians joining the orchestra. At first, we

did not have regular practice due to a lack of
available venue. We only played together when
PWO was invited to play in concerts. About 6
years ago, a primary school was able to
provide us with the venue and lend us their
percussion instruments. Since then, we have

regular practice every Friday.

Why has PWO continued to stay together?

Most of our members are university
undergraduates or full-time workers. Only one
or two are secondary students. PWO members
were very passionate about music even when
in secondary school. As they grew older,

there were less opportunities for them to play.
PWO provided the platform for them to play
music and have fun together. It does not aim
to become a professional orchestra but wishes
to reach out to the community and provide
voluntary services as Christians.

The availability of a venue to practice is also
the reason for PWO members to commit
themselves as they can gather with their friends
on a regular basis and have fun playing music.
They do look forward to every rehearsal.

What are your expectations in relation to
its future development?

I hope that PWO could do more voluntary work
or have more outreach programmes, for
instance, doing voluntary work in Sichuan,
China. Also, it would be good if PWO members
(who are also Christians) could join Christian
medical teams to China and spread God's
Word.

Some members are majoring in conducting, so
we are providing a training platform to them

via the provision of opportunities to conduct.

Since PWO is formed partly based on a

religious cause, will it restrict the music genres
that PWO plays?

Not at all. Although we usually have a specific
message to convey in our annual concerts, we
are not restricted by any music genres. We like
festive music and pop music.

The Young Generation

As you have been conducting in various
secondary schools over the years, do you find
any differences between the current young
musicians and the young musicians in the past
generations?

The students of the secondary schools I teach
come from wealthier families. They genuinely
enjoy playing music and have less pressure
from their families in relation to their music.

However, as students nowadays are always
busy in various things, they have less time to
practise when compared with the older

generations.

What challenges do you face when teaching the
current young musicians?

I think the current young generation is not

as mature as those in the past. In the past there
were two public exams, i.e. HKCEE and
A-levels. Students naturally assumed leading
roles after the HKCEE. Their experience in a
public exam does make a difference in the sense

that they usually become more mature.

I think the young should learn to take up more
responsibilities and should endeavour to

complete them.

Any advice to our young musicians?

One should know what is one's aim in learning
music. Do not be carried away simply by
wanting to join various social activities or to

earn money.

Developing Musicianship

What makes a good musician?

One has to be humble and should be open in
accepting new things. Always have a vision and
plan in mind to push oneself to achieve more.

Do you think you have achieved your targets as

a musician?

I aimed to become a professional musician.
Of course, I experienced my ups and downs
while developing my career. For instance, I
was supposed to study for a Master's in the
UK after obtaining my Bachelor's but due to




financial reasons, I had to start working after
graduation from the APA. Eventually, I did get
my Master's in the U.S. with U.S. and HK
scholarships and the money I saved. I believe
God has set my path for me. I decided not only
to perform as a musician, but to teach music so
as to contribute to society and share my

experience.

Family Man

What are your expectations for your children?
Would you train them to become musicians?

I have two daughters who are 5-years old and
2-years old respectively and my son is 1-year
old. I would definitely see what their potentials
are. The role of parents should be igniting their
children’s own potentials, be it art, music or

sports. I shall explore with them.
My eldest daughter is now learning piano.

What is relationship between music and the

growth of your children?

Learning music is a self-cultivating activity
where you will become a well-mannered
person. Through music children learn to
communicate among peers and also learn to be

obedient and work as a team.

Do you consider yourself as a “Monster
Parent”?

Every parent would want to provide the best
for their children.

In any event, I think the relationship between
parents and parenting are of vital importance
as it would affect the values of their children.
I would want my children to fully explore their

potentials.

Future plans

Are there any upcoming events?

I will be conducting in a pop religious concert
soon. I am quite looking forward to it as I could
catch up with many friends and the singers
involved as their performances are always

infectious.

I hope PWO would continue to have a stable
practicing venue and that we can go on a music
tour like we did in 2013.
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he University of Toronto (Hong Kong) Foundation is a registered charity, founded in 1995 by a visionary
group of University of Toronto alumni and friends. The Foundation opens doors for families in Hong Kong
without the resources to send their children overseas for a University of Toronto (U of T) education.

The Foundation handed out its inaugural scholarship in 1996. Dr. Rosanna Wong Yick-ming, JP was the first
Chair of the Foundation board, and worked with a sub-committee to assist the University in selecting scholarship
recipients.

At the time, the Foundation Scholarship was the most comprehensive scholarship for Hong Kong students at

any Canadian university. To date, 70 scholarships have been awarded to promising young leaders, who have
demonstrated ability and need and expressed the desire to experience life abroad. Recipients have graduated from
U of T and become successful professionals, with careers in finance, law, education, engineering, government,

research and other fields, contributing significantly to civil society in Hong Kong, Canada and elsewhere.

The U of T (Hong Kong) Foundation is honoured to be the beneficiary of this wonderful charity concert “World
of Love”, organised by Festive Chamber. The mission and vision of both Festive Chamber and the U of T (Hong
Kong) Foundation is to provide life transforming opportunities for Hong Kong’s promising young students
through new experiences, culture and context. We believe this is a wise investment for the future of Hong Kong.

We wish Festive Chamber a big success again this year and we deeply thank the organisers, patrons, school
principals and all the student performers for making this event possible.

As the University of Toronto (Hong Kong) Foundation celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, I would also like to
specially thank everyone who has made it possible, from the generous donations
and support from members of the society to the dedicated contribution and

involvement of volunteers, alumni and collaborating committees.

For further information and support to the University of Toronto (Hong Kong)

Foundation please go to our website at www.utoronto.com.hk/foundation.

Ms. Daisy C. F. Ho
Chair, University of Toronto (Hong Kong) Foundation
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s the chairperson of the organizing committee, I am truly thankful
to my committee members and our honorary advisor, Mrs. Betty

Tham, who have volunteered their time, talent and effort.

This year, we were most fortunate to have five participating schools, where
more than 40 performers joined our concert.

I am also very happy to see that each of us have developed both musically
and personally as we went through the rigors of learning new songs,
challenging ourselves in choral-verse speaking, striving for better tone
quality as a choir and memorizing stage movements over the past five
months. It has been a rigorous and exhilarating five months indeed.

Staging a full concert has also been a challenge for me, and without the help
from our Stage Manager, Miss Evette Chan, our deputy Stage Manager,
Miss Heeki Wong and our Lighting Manager, Mr Steve Chan, this concert
would not have been successful.

My heartfelt gratitude must also go to Dr Lesley Chan and Mr Alvin Chu. Their beautiful compositions and
arrangements led us into the "World of Love" and allowed us to share our love of music with the audience to the
best of our ability.

Love can be expressed through many means and in any language. I wish our love of music will continue to be
expressed through different means in the coming future and influence all those around us.

Miss Stephanie Au
Chair of Festive Chamber



12

13



14

15



16

17



19












26

Sophie Cheung

In the concert I felt the “World of Love” of Festive Chamber. The
senior members were always supportive. I have learnt different
skills , I do not only follow instructions but need to express my
personal feelings through music. In Festive Chamber, everyone
is unique, but we are joined when singing

together. I have enjoyed singing in FC

very much for I found different valuable

experiences.

Cassandra Ngai

I truly believe that music and singing can break
through all boundaries and walls among different
people with different nationalities, religions and age.
It is the language that all of us can understand and through music we

become one.

Let me express my great thanks to Festive Chamber, which has given
me so many opportunities to excel in drama, choral speaking and

singing.

I have found my value and importance in choir singing and the
importance of time and self management. Thank you for giving me

such a great opportunity to learn and to serve!

Anson Lam

From the moment I became a new member of Festive Chamber,
my life has lighted up. Not only did I acquire knowledge and
widen my exposure through the practice, but I also gained lots
of valuable experience which I could never gain

from the classroom or the textbook. Through

practice every Sunday, I had trained to be

more proactive and self-disciplined, to

have good time management which could

facilitate my balance between my study

and my passion in choral singing. It has also

been a great opportunity to help the needy by

my voice.
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